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Order of Worship 
Call to Worship & Prayer of Praise   1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 51-57 

This is the gospel which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved… 
That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day  
     in accordance with the Scriptures, 
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. Then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
    “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  

But thanks be to God,  
    who gives us the victory  
    through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hymn of Praise   
CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY (Hymn #270)  
Christ the Lord is risen today. Alleluia!  
Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply: Alleluia!  
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Dying once He all doth save, Alleluia!  
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!  
Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
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Special Music  Because He Lives 
 
Resurrection Accounts  John 20 

The Empty Tomb 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips 
of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and 
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth 
that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate 
from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus 
had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head 
and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 
him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize 
that it was Jesus. 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead 
to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 
Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 



21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 
Jesus Appears to Thomas 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
The Purpose of John’s Gospel 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Hymn of Praise   
HE LIVES (Hymn 269) 
I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today; 
I know that He is living, whatever men may say; 
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 
And just the time I need Him He’s always near. 

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 

In all the world around me I see His loving care, 
And though my heart grows weary I never will despair. 
I know that He is leading, thro' all the stormy blast; 
The day of His appearing will come at last. 
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 
The hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find, 
None other is so loving, so good and kind. 



Prayer of Confession 

Special Music    How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
 
Scripture Reading      

ROMANS 10:1-17  
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I 
bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, 
being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did 
not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes.  
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who 
does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not 
be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they 
have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has 
heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 



SERMON   “THE GOSPEL IN PLAIN LANGUAGE”    

I. THE GOSPEL CHARACTERS AND CONTENTS 
A. The Characters 

• God = F_________, S_______ and H______ S_________  

• Man = M______ and F__________ in God’s I_________ 

B. The Table of Contents  

• Act I: The Days of C_____________ (Genesis 1-2) 

• Act II: The Days of R_______________ (Genesis 3)  

• Act III: The Days of S_______________ (John)  

• Act IV: The Day of J______________ (Revelation 21-22) 

II. THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST (ACT III)  
A. Jesus is the S________ of God (John 1:1-5; 20:30-31) 

B. Jesus was S_________ into the World…(John 20; 1 Cor. 15) 

• …to D______, be B___________ and R_______ Again… 

• …to Take our S_______ and P_______________ 

• …to Give us Eternal L______ on J______________ Day 

III. THE GOSPEL FOR YOU 
A. Will this be a Tragedy or a Comedy?  

• Will your Story end in H________ or H____________?   

B. What must you do to be Saved?  (Rom. 10:1-17) 

• Don’t trust your Best E__________ or Good W________ 

• B____________ and C________ on the Lord Jesus Christ   

 



Hymn of Response  
IN CHRIST ALONE (Hymn #506)  
In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song;  
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
In Christ alone! Who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe!  
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save;  
Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied;  
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain;  
Then bursting forth in glorious day…Up from the grave He rose again!  
And as He stands in victory Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,  
For I am His and He is mine, Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me.  
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  
No power of hell, no scheme of man Can ever pluck me from His hand;  
Till He returns or calls me home; Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 
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Prayers of the Church 
 

Special Music     Living Hope 
 
Doxology & Prayer of Dedication 
 

Closing Hymn 
CHRIST AROSE (Hymn #273)  
Low in the grave He lay— Jesus my Savior!  
Waiting the coming day— Jesus my Lord!  

Up from the grave He arose,  
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes  
He arose a Victor from the dark domain,  
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.  
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!  

Vainly they watch His bed— Jesus, my Savior!  
Vainly they seal the dead— Jesus my Lord!  
Death cannot keep his prey — Jesus, my Savior!  
He tore the bars away— Jesus my Lord! 
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Benediction      


